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About the 
OMDF

The OMDF was established 
through the Ottawa Music 
Strategy. The goal is to 
provide small amounts of 
funding to help the local 
music community grow through 
experimentation, innovation 
and knowledge-sharing. 
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Diversity + Inclusion1

Supporting those who profile and uplift our local 
music community.

2

Bringing music and industry knowledge to and from 
the Ottawa region.

3

Priority Streams

Music Media Collaboration

Ottawa Exchanges

The purpose of the priority streams is to help ensure the fund is used 
to address the priorities outlined by the music community through the 

music strategy consultation process.

These streams will be revisited in 2020 to ensure that the fund 
continues to meet the needs of the local music community.

Making Ottawa’s music scene a welcoming 
environment for all.

Ottawa Music Microgrants (OMMG) 1

Encouraging experimentation and innovation.



Diversity + Inclusion

Building a more welcoming music community for all

● 1 x $5,000 collaboration grant
○ ‘collaboration’ defined as two or 

more artists, music organisations 
or groups working together to 
achieve the project’s aims

● 5 x $500 microgrants
○ for small scale and one-time 

projects supporting diversity, 
inclusion and access to music, 
musical community, or music 
infrastructure in Ottawa



Music Media 
Collaboration

To support and encourage a collaborative project involving 3 
or more community media organisations

● During the Music Strategy focus groups, 
media collaboration was highlighted as 
important for us when it came to getting 
the word out about local music and for 
these valuable community media outlets to 
survive

● This project would ideally be showcased 
as part of the press around the digital 
Ottawa-Gatineau music awards. 

● This funding stream will offer 1 x $5,000 
grant



Ottawa Exchanges

To support knowledge transmission between Ottawa 
and communities outside of Eastern Ontario, urban or 
rural, national or international

● 5 x $1,000 grants
● can be to bring an eligible individual / 

group outside of Ottawa (ex. attending a 
showcasing conference or professional 
development opportunity) 
                           OR

● can be about bringing industry and artistic 
knowledge to the capital to improve the 
capacity of our music community



Ottawa Music 
Microgrants 
(OMMG)

Supporting small-scale innovative projects that need a 
small boost to make them possible.

● $5,000 total funding pot
● grants of up to $500. 



Eligibility Criteria (Role)

Defined as five (5) public performances or releases within the last twelve 
(12) months.

Artists (active)

Registered non-profit organisations with a focus on music or where music is a 
part of core activities. 

Non-profits

A group of people coming together informally for a non-profit / community purpose. At least three (3) collective members 
must be active musical artists, music organizations or other music entities (businesses, entrepreneurs) etc. 

Grassroots collectives



Eligibility Criteria (Other)

Applications must come from artists, non-profits or collectives based in the 
City of Ottawa. 

Geographic

Applications from indigenous persons and groups are welcomed and encouraged. Understanding that we are on unceded and 
unsurrendered Algonquin Anishinaabe lands and that the traditional peoples have been displaced, indigenous applicants may be based in 
Ottawa or within 150km on either side of the provincial border, including Kitigan Zibi and Pikwàkanagàn. 

Indigenous applicants

We have tried our best to make the application process as accessible as possible, however we acknowledge there are likely barriers we 
have missed. If you or someone you know needs extra support to make an application happen, please let us know and we’ll work it out!

Accessibility



Assessment

All applications to the OMDF 
will be assessed by an 
independent jury of local 
artists and arts 
professionals. While OMIC 
facilitates the jury process, 
OMIC staff & board are not on 
the jury and therefore aren’t 
making funding decisions.
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Assessment Criteria

Connection to Purpose
Fit of the project with the 
goals of the funding stream 

applied to.
25%

Fit with Strategy
Addresses challenges and 

gaps outlined in the Ottawa 
Music Strategy.

25%

Innovativeness
How and how much does this 
project push the needle 

forward for Ottawa music?
20%

Contribution to Growth
How will the project 

contribute to the growth 
and development of Ottawa 

music?
20%

Realistic
Is this project doable 
within the budget and 
timeline required?

10%

1 . 2 . 3 .

4 . 5 .



Assessment Timeline

Applications are received 
on or before the deadline.

Sept 23

Applications are compiled 
and sent to jury.

Oct 1

Applicants are notified of 
outcomes.
Oct 14

Jury meets and comes to 
decisions.
Oct 8 - 9

* All dates subject to minor changes if necessary.



Writing 
Applications

Funding applications can be 
intimidating the first time 
you do them! 

Here are some pointers to 
help.
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Tips for strong 
applications

Have a clear sense of your project.
Make sure the grant is relevant to your project.

Follow the directions.
Answer the questions as asked.

● Take note of all grant questions / requirements. Call program 
officers / managers with questions.

● Draft your answers in place where you (and others) can review and 
edit them.

● Answer all of the relevant questions
● Keep your answers concise but :

○ Answer the question and subquestions 
○ Provide enough detail that the jury can picture your 

project
● Use full sentences or point form, but make sure your thoughts are 

completely explained
● Explain any acronyms you’re using
● Have a friend or family member look it over to make sure it can be 

understood by people less familiar with your work
● Don’t forget the budget! Include expenses like artist fees, materials, 

equipment rentals, etc. 



Reporting 
Requirements

For those who are successful 
in their applications, there 
are a few things we’ll need 
from recipients to be able to 
report back to the City on how 
the first year went and to 
make adjustments for year two.
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During the project 

Include relevant logos on promotional materials. 
Give verbal credit during the event if applicable.

Acknowledge the financial support of OMIC & the City of Ottawa. 

How many people came to your event? Watched your video on day 1 / first 
month? Track how many people from inside/outside Ottawa if possible. 

Keep track of audience data.

Make sure to take hi-res photos and / or video that can be shared with 
OMIC and the City so that they can report on the project. If it’s possible to 

get audience feedback/testimonials that can be shared - do so.

Collect photos, videos and (if possible) audience feedback

Putting together your final report can be made a lot easier if 
you do & keep track of the these things during your project. 



Post-project

Complete the final report within 30 days of the end of 
your project.

With your funding agreement, you’ll be given a link 
to an online form to complete your final report 
where you’ll be asked about audience/attendance, 
impact, and the things you’ve learned. 

You’ll also be asked to show that you 
acknowledged the support of OMIC/City of Ottawa 
and to provide links to photos and videos that you 
can allow us to reuse.



FAQs
● Is my band eligible? 

○ Yes, bands as well as solo artists are eligible to apply.
● Do I have to be an OMIC member to apply?

○ No, you don’t have to be an OMIC member to apply, though there are lots of benefits to belonging to OMIC if you so choose. 
● What if my project costs more than the grant amount?

○ That’s fine and - in many cases - expected. Just explain in the itemised budget how you’d make up the shortfall (ex. ticket sales, 
sponsorships, etc.).

● Can I apply for more than one funding stream?
○ Yes, as long as you’re submitting different projects.

● When will I get my money?
○ Microgrants will be paid in full within two weeks of notification and acceptance of agreement. Collaboration grants will be paid in two 

instalments - 75% up front; 25% on completion of final report.
● Can I apply for more than one project per funding stream?

○ Yes! So long as each application is on a seperate application. Do keep in mind that as the jury decides how to distribute limited 
funding, they may decide to limit the number of grants to one per applicant. 

● I live in Hull. Am I eligible? 
○ It depends. Are you part of a band with an Ottawa-based member? Are you an indigenous applicant? Will the project be taking place in 

Ottawa? If so yes! If none of these situations apply, please contact OMIC to talk about your particular case. Given the funding 
originates with the City of Ottawa, we’re unable to fund Hull-based projects by Hull-exclusive artists/groups/etc. that don’t have a 
connection to Ottawa. 

● I am not able to or comfortable writing. How do I apply?
○ We get it! Not everyone is able to or comfortable with writing or completing an online application. We’ll accept both video and paper 

submissions, so long as they address all of the key application questions. 

https://ottawamic.com/new-page-48


HAVE QUESTIONS?
◂ Shoot an email to : info@ottawamic.com 
◂ Call (613)518-2424
◂ Someone from our team will get back to you within 24 hours!

mailto:info@ottawamic.com

